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basto;" Father Daniel Velascb (ai;ov) blses the palms of parishioners at the beginning of
Palm Sunday Mass April 12 at Our Lady of the Holy Souls Church in Little Rock. (Malea
Hargett)
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Father Juan Manjarrez, pastor of St. Edward Church in Little Rock, blesses palms in the
courtyard before Palm Sunday Mass April 13. (Katie Zakrzewski)

A nun in the vestibule of St. Patrick Church in North Little Rock moves palms out into the
courtyard for the Vietnamese Palm Sunday Mass April 13. (Katie Zakrzewski)

=

......

- . tv | ko SR R ) )
Members of the Vietnamese communlty at St. Patrick Church in North thtle Rock gather in the



courtyard to bless palms in front of the statue of St. Patrick on Palm Sunday, April 13. (Katie
Zakrzewski)

Father John Connell, pastor at St. Joseph Church in Conway, blesses palms April 12, with
assistance from Deacon Joel Brackett, in the baptistry area of the parish. (Aprille Hanson

Spivey)



Don Woeltje leads the Seder Meal on Palm Sunday, April 13 at St. Anne Church in North Little
Rock. He explained the use and the reasons for the bitter herbs, salt water, unleavened bread,
lamb, cinnamon apple and wine. Attendees prayed the traditional Jewish prayers and sang
Passover songs. (Debbie Wirges)
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Deacon Chuck Ashburn (from left, photo on right) and Deacon Joel Brackett present the oil of
the sick to Bishop Anthony B. Taylor to bless during the Chrism Mass April 14 at the Cathedral
of St. Andrew in Little Rock. The oil is distributed to all parishes to use during the anointing of

the sick. During the Mass, priests also recommit to their priestly service. (Malea Hargett)
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Immaculate Conception Church in North Little Rock celebrates their Holy Thursday Mass April




17. (Katie Zakrzewski)

Father Balaraju Desam (right), pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in North Little Rock,
prepares to wash seminarian Luke Parker’s feet (middle) at Holy Thursday Mass April 17.



Deacon William Brandon of Immaculate Conception Church in Blytheville holds up the crucifix
for veneration during Good Friday services April 18. (Mark Brasfield)
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Father Ruben Quinteros stands in front of the empty tabernacle with the covered crucifix
behind him during Good Friday services at St. Mary Church in North Little Rock. (Katie
Zakrzewski)
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St. Edward parishioners portray Jesus and the Roman soldiers with the crowd of thorns during
a live reenactment of the Stations of the Cross in MacArthur Park in Little Rock on Good

Friday, April 18. (Katie Zakrzewski)




St. Edward parishioners portray Jesus and the Roman soldiers greeting the weeping women
during a live reenactment of the Stations of the Cross in MacArthur Park in Little Rock on
Good Friday, April 18. Parishioners read the stations in both English and Spanish, often

drawing members of the crowd to participate in the story. Parkgoers, families and residents in
the area flocked to the park to watch and record the event. (Katie Zakrzewski)
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St. Edward parishioners portray the crucifixion of Jesus during a live reenactment of the
Stations of the Cross in MacArthur Park in Little Rock on Good Friday, April 18. (Katie
Zakrzewski)

Father Ruben Quinteros (center) assisted by Father Jaime Nieto (left) bless the Easter baskets
as part of a Polish tradition at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Marche April 19. (Katie
Zakrzewski)



Parishioners gather for the beginning of Holy Saturday Mass in the parking lot of St. Anne
Church in North Little Rock. Mass celebrated by pastor Fr. Martin Amaro and assisted by Dc.
Fred Molina on April 19. (Laura Gutierrez)



Altar server Samuel Willidms, 12, and Deacon Jeff Speight light their candles from the Paschal
candle, held by Father Norbert Rappold, pastor of St. Peter the Fisherman Church in Mountain
Home, during Easter Vigil Mass April 19. (Aprille Hanson Spivey)
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Father Juan Guido, pastor of Christ the King Church in Little Rock (left), baptzzes a new
Catholic in the baptismal pool during the Easter Vigil April 19. (Katie Zakrzewski)

Parishioners at Christ the King Church in Little Rock light one another’s candles during Easter
Vigil April 19. (Katie Zakrzewski)
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Father Emanuel Tanu, SVD, pastor of St. Bartholomew Church in Little Rock, blesses the
congregation with holy water during Easter Sunday Mass April 20. (Katie Zakrzewski)



A little gishws her mother the Easter eggs she found during he Easter egg hunt after
Easter Sunday Mass at St. Bartholomew Church in Little Rock April 20. (Katie Zakrzewski)

Holy Week devotions hosted in parishes
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Several parishes will offer additional activities during Holy Week, such as adoration following
Holy Thursday Mass, Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, and Easter egg hunts on Easter
Sunday.

Holy Week Schedule 2025
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Churches across Arkansas have scheduled services for the Easter holiday, including Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.

Fasting obligation lifted for those cleaning
up after storm
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In the face of adversity, Arkansans have banded together to support those who have lost so
much.

As you know, Good Friday is a day of both fasting (two small meals, one regular meal, with no
food/nutrition in between) and abstinence (no meat). Because so many people will be engaged
in manual labor this Good Friday as part of tornado relief efforts, and because the obligation of
fasting could render such efforts difficult or even dangerous to the health of those assisting,
pursuant to c. 87 §1, I hereby DECREE:

All those in Arkansas involved in manual labor as part of tornado relief efforts are hereby
dispensed from the obligation of fasting this Good Friday, April 7, 2023. The obligation of
abstinence (no meat) remains for those so obliged.

Please know that my heart and prayers remain with those who suffer from the storms. Our
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diocesan offices and parish communities will continue to provide tangible relief in the weeks
and months to come.

I pray for a blessed Good Friday and Easter for everyone. May the Resurrected Christ also
bring renewal and new life to our communities in Arkansas!

Photo Slideshow: Living the Passion

written by Special to Arkansas Catholic |

Arkansas Catholic’s photo slideshow of Holy Week events across the state

Holy Week Schedule 2022
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Your guide to Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Masses across Arkansas

Getting angry with God not the best advice

written by Bishop Anthony B. Taylor |

Recently, the phrase “hallowed be thy name” keeps surfacing as a kind of pivot around which
the rest of my prayer revolves, especially in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic and today as
we accompany Jesus to Calvary.

Years ago, I was told that it was OK, even healthy, to get angry with God sometimes. Angry
about unanswered prayers. Angry about adversity. Angry about loss.

More recently the Lord has revealed to me that this was very bad advice. Anger implies that
God owes us something which he has not delivered. Anger exalts our will over God’s will and
certainly does not “hallow” his name.

On Good Friday we discover that the cross is salvific, including the crosses in our own lives.
What cause is there for anger in that? If Jesus, who is without sin, embraced the cross with
sacrificial love, who are we to resent the adversities with which God sees fit to bless us — and
indeed, save us? How could resentment possibly hallow God’s name?

We ask for our daily bread — everything we need, which is not everything we desire. We ask to
be delivered from evil, yet only God knows what is truly best for us. So we resent it when at
times God uses adversity to discipline us and/or open our eyes to see things from a different


https://arkansas-catholic.org/2021/04/16/getting-angry-with-god-not-the-best-advice/

perspective, all for our own ultimate good even if it doesn’t much feel like it at the time.

Even illness and death become a blessing when embraced with an attitude that hallows —
sanctifies — God’s name. He is the master; we are servants whose only role and source of
greatest blessing is to do God’s will as best we know it.

That is why when people ask me about future plans, I often add the phrase “God willing. ” This
is a small reminder that whatever God wills — even difficult things — comes first. Jesus models
for us today what it really means to hallow God’s name.

Tell the greatest story: Photos from Holy
Week 2021
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After a year of pandemic, Catholics gather across state to celebrate Holy Week

A different way to worship: Holy Week
amid COVID-19
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Catholics still carry on Holy Week traditions virtually, at a distance

Catholics celebrate Holy Week with
Masses, activities
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Catholics around Arkansas celebrate the passion and resurrection of Christ



