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Father Jerome Kodell, OSB, marked his 60-year Jubilee in May 2023. He has dedicated six



decades to priesthood, including 25 years as abbot, and co-founded Little Rock Scripture
Study, now translated into various languages and distributed worldwide.

Msgr. Hebert reflects on the blessings of
65 years of priesthood
written by Special to Arkansas Catholic |

A retired priest marked his 65th anniversary of service and celebrated his 90th birthday,
reflecting on the blessings he has received from God and the people in his life.

Haitian priest, Father Balthazar,
celebrates 25 years of service
written by Alesia Schaefer |

Father Rodolphe Balthazar, who served as a priest in Haiti for 19 years, will celebrate his 25th
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anniversary in June at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Rogers. Since joining the Diocese of Little
Rock in 2019, he has ministered through Masses, pastoral counseling, and sacraments.

Native of India served most of his 25 years
in Arkansas
written by Special to Arkansas Catholic |
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Father Ravi Gudipalli, who hails from India, marked the 25th anniversary of his ordination with
a Mass, reception, and dinner at St. Mary of the Springs in Hot Springs, Arkansas. His journey
in the priesthood has included service in multiple parishes across India and Arkansas.

Jubilarian known for work as prison
minister, crisis counselor
written by Katie Zakrzewski |

When asked by Arkansas Catholic how he reached the decision to become a priest, Msgr. Jack
Harris smiled wryly before replying. 

“Well, I still haven’t made up my mind,” he said. “There wasn’t any point at which it happened.
I took a look at it, decided I’d come in and look around and never found a reason to leave.”

There are many things that Msgr. Harris is involved in, but you might not know it — the
humble pastor doesn’t talk much about his extensive career in prison ministry as a minister on
death row, the fact that he’s a trained crisis counselor or that he’s been a finalist for Catholic
Extension’s Lumen Christi Award. Many people don’t even know that he’s a monsignor — he
often insists that people refer to him as Father Jack. 

Msgr. Harris graduated from Catholic High School in 1965 before attending the University of
Arkansas at Fayetteville from 1965 to 1967. 
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Shortly after, Msgr. Harris chose the seminary over completing a degree and was ordained a
priest June 8, 1974. As he celebrates the 50th anniversary of his ordination, Msgr. Harris often
wonders how he’s gotten to this place. 

“I talk to the Lord about that sometimes,” he said. “Did you call me here, or did I just come in
on my own, and you’ve tolerated it?”

For the first 22 years as a priest, Msgr. Harris did juvenile delinquency work and delinquency
prevention in Pulaski, Sebastian and Crawford counties. 

“That’s really what I believe I was called into the priesthood to do,” Msgr. Harris said. “… You
look for the vocation within the vocation. Not everyone called into the priesthood is meant to
be a pastor … you look at what you’re fitted for.”

Msgr. Harris said he often struggled with being a pastor for the first few years after his
ordination in Jonesboro and Pine Bluff.

“I remember, in morning prayer every day, to pray for all those people that I so-called ‘served’
early in the pastorate because I didn’t do a very good job at all,” he said. “I didn’t have any
concept of what that ought to be like. … that was unfortunate. It took a long time for me to
figure out, in order for me to be a pastor, that I have to surround myself with the people who
know what ought to be done in a parish.”

Msgr. Harris tries not to be too controlling when he’s in a parish because he often approaches
problems as a crisis responder and prison chaplain — he is used to diffusing problems and
soothing worries. 

As a crisis counselor, he has helped people and groups navigate their trauma and emotions
after school shootings and the aftermath of 9/11. 

“Those things probably shaped how I approach people more than anything I ever learned in the
seminary,” Msgr. Harris said. 

But he believes working in prison ministry has helped him as a pastor — from comforting and
consoling the men who have missed their chances to change their ways, to steering kids away
from treacherous paths. 

“The way I would describe my work is, I have two parishes, four high schools and one prison,”
Msgr. Harris said. “In the evening, I’m in a gym somewhere. I stay busy at our ball field here.
In the summer, with all the baseball and softball teams and the little ones down here playing
everywhere, that’s where I’m going to be. … It’s part of what I do, and I like to do it.

That’s probably what’s been impacted by my prison ministry more than anything, because
these are the ones who still have it in front of them. The men I worked with down there (in the
prisons), their opportunity came and went, and they lost it somehow. … All of us are shaped by
our history and what we do and in ways we don’t know.”

On June 8, all four of Msgr. Harris’ parishes — St. Joseph Church in Center Ridge and St. Mary
Church in Saint Vincent, where he is the pastor, and Sacred Heart Church in Morrilton and St.
Elizabeth Church in Oppelo, where he is associate pastor — held a reception for Msgr. Harris. 



Linda Boedeker, a parishioner at Sacred Heart Church in Morrilton and Msgr. Harris’ former
secretary and bookkeeper of 12 years, attended the reception. 

“He’s one of the most generous, kindest, knowledgeable people as far as the Bible goes,”
Boedeker said. “He’s just so humble. He’s one of the most humble people I’ve ever met. And
his prison ministry is so very important too. We periodically took up donations for him and for
the prisons.”

While Msgr. Harris might not think he’s the best pastor, Boedeker disagrees. 

“He’s the best man I’ve heard on the altar with his homily,” she said. “He has a spiritual
meaning behind everything he says on that altar … There’s a point to what he says. He’d say,
‘Well, that’s enough,’ and we’d all say, ‘No, that’s not enough, keep talking.’ … He’s one of the
most generous men I’ve ever met in my life, and it was truly an honor to serve under him as his
secretary and bookkeeper.”

Larry Taylor, receptionist at the St. John Center for the Diocese of Little Rock, graduated from
Catholic High School with Msgr. Harris. The two have stayed in touch ever since. 

“I’ve known Monsignor for a long time, since our days at Catholic High, and so enjoy his
company,” Taylor said. “I recently hired a man to do some work for me, and he did a great job.
When it came time to pay him, I told him that I was at the St. John’s Center and could be home
in a matter of minutes. He exclaimed, ‘Do you know Father Jack? Is he there by any chance?
He was so kind and helpful to me when I was on death row.’ 

“He went on to say that Father Jack had been instrumental in his exoneration and return to
being a productive member of society. My hunch is that this is just one of many, many
wonderful stories about Father Jack.”

Today, Msgr. Harris’ work helps everyone — from parishioner to prisoner — to see God in all
things. 

“The people I worked with in crisis response and the people I worked with prison — for them,
the event, the crisis, the decision has already happened,” he said. “And now we’re looking for,
where is God in all of this? Not beforehand. I don’t think he did any of that. He didn’t make
that school shooting happen. He didn’t make any of those men that I work with commit their
horrible crimes. He probably tried to stop it. Now we’ve got to try to find what he’s trying to do
now.” 

Father Rappold: ‘God didn’t ever give up
on me’
written by Aprille Hanson Spivey |
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Father Norbert Rappold is a piece of driftwood in the chaos of life.

“When I’m in my chaotic moments, I basically remind myself I’m driftwood. Falling over the
waterfalls, the chaotic life of a piece of driftwood, in the end, is what makes it beautiful and
unique and one of a kind,” said the pastor of St. Peter the Fisherman Church in Mountain
Home and liaison to the bishop for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. “I’d like to think I’ll wash
up on the shore of the ocean of Easter, and God will come pick me up and put me in my special
place.” 

On June 12, Father Norbert Rappold, 62, celebrated his 25th jubilee as a diocesan priest. More
than 250 people attended a potluck dinner at the parish’s Family Life Building.

Father Rappold, the eighth of 14 children, was born and raised in Conway. He attended St.
Joseph School until the fifth grade, when the family moved to Houston, Ark. He then attended
St. Boniface Church in Bigelow (New Dixie). His inquisitive nature earned him the nickname
“Know It” in high school.  

“I was always one who was asking a million and one questions,” he said “… You can’t
contemplate God if you don’t have a mind willing to kind of go out of the ordinary and step into
the possibilities.” 

After graduating from Arkansas Tech University in Russellville in 1984, he worked as a farm
manager, in construction and later owned a lawn care business. 

“I almost got married in those years. I was engaged. She met somebody else. I felt rejected. It
kind of fell apart, but it was a blessing. I know what heartbreak feels like,” he said. “It became
an integral part of my priesthood. When they come to me with those broken hearts, there’s
nothing you can do to fix it; just sit with them in the midst of it because time is going to heal a
broken heart.” 



Despite a good-paying career, something was missing from Father Rappold’s life. 

St. Boniface’s pastor, Father Edward Marley, CSSp, helped plant the seed for his vocation. 

“I was enamored with him. He was much older but still running the parish, and he was just
normal,” he said. “He didn’t try to be holier than thou and some big theological genius. He was
just normal and would talk to you wherever you were at.” 

After discerning his call for several years, he was accepted to St. Joseph Seminary College in
Saint Benedict, La., and later attended Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. 

Father Rappold was ordained June 12, 1999, at the Cathedral of St. Andrew in Little Rock, one
of the last priests ordained by the late Bishop Andrew J. McDonald. 

He served as associate pastor of Our Lady of the Holy Souls Church in Little Rock for a year. In
2000, he became pastor of St. Agnes Church in Mena. In his 13 years there, Father Rappold
experienced two pivotal moments of life-changing chaos: an EF3 tornado as he celebrated Holy
Thursday Mass in 2009 and going to rehab. 

“You’re struggling to help parishioners and people beyond the parish itself. You can see the
community and town as the body of Christ,” Father Rappold said, adding the tornado’s
devastation opened his eyes to serving beyond the parish walls. 

After struggling with alcoholism, Father Rappold spent three months at an out-of-state in-
patient rehab center. He has been sober since 2006. 

“I was addressing my own brokenness and woundedness instead of letting it control me,” he
said. “I began to let the Lord help me with it, taking control of it through his grace.” 

In 2013, he became pastor of St. Peter’s in Mountain Home, revitalizing the parish with
community outreach, more adult faith formation classes and a sense of unity and stability. 

Father Rappold often gives blessings to people after Mass, hugs his parishioners and shares
vegetables from his garden. Living up to his seminary nickname “No-Shoes Norbert,” it’s
common to see him barefoot, wearing a Hawaiian shirt and shorts, greeting parishioners after
Mass when he isn’t the celebrant. 

“I try to be genuine. I don’t pretend to be something I’m not. I think that’s something that
Daddy always did. You may not have liked him, but you respected him. … I’m not going to get
on your pedestal,” he said. 

Reflecting on 25 years of priesthood, he’s most grateful that “God didn’t ever give up on me.” 

“I’ve discovered the secret of chaos and calmness — God is in the midst of it. If you trust him,
he’ll take care of you. Even if you don’t trust him, he still loves you. He’s holding you up,”
Father Rappold said.



Father Peter Le fosters faith among
Vietnamese Catholics
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Father Peter Le reflects on career, seminary studies during Vietnam War

Fr. Polycarp Ssebbowa to celebrate silver
anniversary
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Father Polycarp Ssebbowa has preached around the world in 25 years

Father Eric Groner follows family examples
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Pine Bluff pastor Father Eric Groner has ministered in South America, at sea

Father Ibeh overcame health crises, war to
become priest
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Father James Ibeh overcame health crises, civil war to become a priest


