Daniel Rudd Award seeks more applicants
for 2026

written by Katie Zakrzewski |

Every January, Catholics across the state gather for the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Mass at
the Cathedral of St. Andrew. During the Mass, the bishop, on behalf of the Diocesan Council
for Black Catholics, awards the Daniel Rudd Memorial Award to a Black Catholic layperson in
the diocese who has exemplified leadership, dedication and service to Christ.

Rosalyn Pruitt, a member of St. Augustine Church in North Little Rock and the DCBC
secretary, won the award in 2024.

“I was so, so excited ... I was so elated, I was just speechless,” she said. “... I didn’t think my
work was recognized. ... It was such an honor for me to get it, and I respect it, and I love it.”

Pruitt said the DCBC is looking to expand the pool of applications for people to consider for the
39th annual Daniel Rudd Memorial Award in 2026.

“In the past, it’s usually been highly professional people” who win the Daniel Rudd Memorial
Award, she said. “But we’'re trying to get away from that. A lot of times, it’s highly educated
people with PhDs, attorneys ... but not everyone. Though they’ve all been people who have
given back tremendously to the Church.”

Pruitt said recipients are typically 65 or older, but the DCBC is open to honoring adults 18 to
64 as well.
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The award’s namesake, Daniel A. Rudd, achieved incredible feats during the 19th century as a
Black Catholic and journalist in the South. Born in 1854 in Kentucky to slaves, Rudd edited and
oversaw The American Catholic Tribune, the only Catholic weekly newspaper owned and
published by Black people, from 1886 to 1899. He was active in the founding of the Colored
Press Association and was also a member of the Catholic Press Association.

Additionally, he organized five Catholic Congresses for lay Black Americans in the late 1800s.
In the early 1900s, Rudd moved to Arkansas, publishing a book and staying in close contact
with then-Bishop John B. Morris.

Rudd’s enthusiasm for the Catholic faith, in spite of the challenges of his time, inspires many
Catholics in Arkansas today. The DCBC is making sure that his legacy is not forgotten.

“A lot of people don’t know about Daniel Rudd — he started a Catholic newspaper ... he did so
much for the Catholic community back in the early days ... he did a lot of things for the Black
people ... and some people don’'t know. We need to spread that history out,” Pruitt said. “That’s
why it’s so important that we continue to honor his legacy, because not everybody knows about
him.”

Pruitt said the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Mass is important not just for community and
fellowship, but for remembering and uplifting history.

“When you come to the Mass, we tell you about him, but we need to spread more about what
he did for us. I think the only time we do it is at this Mass, and I think that’s a shame,” Pruitt
said. “... He was one of the people that we could relate to, back in the day.”

Pruitt and members of the DCBC also hope that by spreading awareness of the Daniel Rudd
Memorial Award, they’ll have the opportunity to honor a Black lay Catholic from a parish that
hasn’t been recognized before.

The two-page application consists of several short-answer questions, asking applicants about
the individual that they are nominating, particularly about their family life, service and
leadership qualities in their parish and parish involvement, sharing their faith with others,
bridging the divide between White and Black communities and public service work throughout
the Diocese of Little Rock.

If you are interested in nominating someone for the Daniel Rudd Memorial Award, you can find
the application on the DOLR website, in the DCBC office at St. Augustine Church in North
Little Rock, St. Bartholomew Church and Our Lady of Good Counsel Church in Little Rock and
St. Peter Church in Pine Bluff, or by contacting Rosalyn Pruitt at rpruitt@dolr.org or (501)
912-3611.

Applications are accepted through Dec. 6.

The recipient will be honored at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Mass, scheduled for
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Andrew.
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Priest and artist Father Graves dies at age
84

written by Arkansas Catholic Staff |

Father Clarence “Ed” Edwin Graves, a diocesan priest for 33 years who was known for his love
of art and music, died Oct. 6 in Little Rock. He was 84.

Father Graves was born on Jan. 2, 1941, in Birmingham, Ala., to Clarence and Frances Graves.
He had one sister, Judy Finley. He grew up in Jacksonville, Fla., before his family moved to
Memphis. He earned a bachelor of fine arts in painting from the Memphis College of Arts and a
master of fine arts in painting from the University of Mississippi in Oxford.

His discernment of a vocation to the priesthood was nurtured in his family, attending Mass and
praying the rosary. While in high school, he attended a retreat at the Trappist Monastery in
Conyers, Ga. While in college, he sensed a call to the monastic life as a Camaldolese monk in
Big Sur, Calif.

Desiring a more active ministry, he left the monastic life to complete his education in painting.
For 13 years, he worked as a commercial artist.

Father Graves began his formation for the priesthood for the Diocese of Little Rock, attending
Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. He was ordained a priest on June 20, 1992, at the
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Cathedral of St. Andrew in Little Rock by Bishop Andrew J. McDonald.

After his ordination, his first assignment was as associate pastor of St. Theresa Parish in Little
Rock for two years. He served as pastor of St. Louis Parish in Camden, Immaculate Heart of
Mary in Magnolia, St. Andrew in Marianna, St. Francis of Assisi in Forest City, St. Peter in
Wynne and St. Mary in McCrory. He cared for the sacramental needs of the inmates at the
federal prison in Forrest City while serving as a pastor in Eastern Arkansas.

Throughout his ministry as a priest, Father Graves actively participated in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal in Arkansas.

In 2011, Father Graves retired to St. John Manor in Little Rock, where he remained until his
death. During the year as a senior priest, Father Graves produced a musical CD, painted and
wrote. He continued to minister through helping out in parishes as long as he was able and
offering Mass for the Missionaries of Charity.

Throughout his ministry, Father Graves shared his love for music, especially the songs of Elvis
Presley. He would bring out his guitar while preaching or visiting sacramental preparation
classes, sometimes as his alter ego, “Elvis Priestly.”

In 2017 he told Arkansas Catholic, “I always felt like Elvis had a childlike spirit, a youthful
spirit,” adding he saw him five times in concert and met him briefly outside of Graceland.

He is survived by his niece, Sonya Chamberlin of Memphis.

The Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m. Friday, Oct. 17 at Holy Spirit
Church, 2300 Hickory Crest Drive, Memphis, TN. The viewing will be held from 10 to 11 a.m.
Following the Mass, Father Graves will be interred at Memorial Park Cemetery, 5668 Poplar
Avenue, Memphis.

Bishop Anthony B. Taylor will celebrate a Memorial Mass in St. John Center Morris Chapel in
Little Rock at noon, Wednesday, Oct. 22.

Eight students begin journey in spiritual
direction school
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https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/10/06/diocese-school-spiritual-direction/
https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/10/06/diocese-school-spiritual-direction/

The third cohort for the diocese’s School of Spiritual Direction was selected and began its first
training Sept. 19-20 at the St. John Center in Little Rock. Bishop Anthony B. Taylor celebrated
a bilingual Mass Sept. 19 for the eight new students, plus students from the first and second
cohorts.

The new students are:

e Bentonville: Tom Hubbard and Ana Krus, St. Stephen

e Conway: Robert Massery, St. Joseph

e Hot Springs: Carol Ruscin, St. John

e Hot Springs Village: Cathey Raney, Sacred Heart of Jesus

¢ Jonesboro: Ana Castafion and Deacon Ramon Ramirez, Blessed Sacrament
e Springdale: Deacon Eduardo Andrade, St. Raphael

The three-year program began in 2023. Weekend classes are held monthly from September to
May. The new class of eight students includes three Spanish speakers. Total enrollment is now
32 students, with 10 Spanish speakers. Father Daniel Velasco, pastor of Our Lady of the Holy
Souls Church in Little Rock, is the director.



Principals and staff celebrated for 25 years
of service
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Eight principals, teachers and staff members in Catholic schools were honored for 25 years of
service during Professional Day Sept. 26 at Christ the King Church in Little Rock.

Principals honored were Myndi Keyton, Christ the King, Fort Smith, and Alice Stautzenberger,
St. Vincent de Paul, Rogers. Other honorees include Pat Barber, Christ the King, Fort Smith;
Deacon Roy Goetz, Subiaco Academy; Patricia Joselin, St. John, Russellville; Laura Saldivar, St.
Michael School, West Memphis; Rebekah Stewart, Christ the King, Little Rock and Debby
Haley, St. Theresa, Little Rock.

Catholic schools boost safety after tragic
shooting

written by Katie Zakrzewski |
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A gunman entered Annunciation Catholic Church in Minneapolis Aug, 27 as students from the
adjacent Annunciation Catholic School participated in their school Mass. He opened fire,
killing two children and injuring 15 more children and three adults before killing himself.

The reverberations of this violence have been felt all over the country, as Catholic schools have
begun taking precautions to protect their students during Mass.

In the Diocese of Little Rock, the diocesan superintendent and a few principals agreed to talk
to Arkansas Catholic.

“Because of the school shooting in Minneapolis, I sent out an email to the principals
recommending that they meet with their pastors and discuss safety measures that they could
put in place for Mass and to review what plans they already have in place for possible
intruders,” superintendent Theresa Hall said. “Because we never know who the ‘bad guy’
might be, we ask that these plans only be shared with those directly responsible for children.

“But we have several schools that are now locking the church doors when Mass begins. Some
have implemented a sign-in before entering the church. Some schools have asked parents to be
present around the parking lot and church to provide more eyes for anything or anyone
suspicious. Some schools are changing up their Mass schedules and adding more police
security.”

“I know that principals have met or are meeting with their pastors and assessing their current
plans,” added associate superintendent Nancy Handloser. “ ... As another layer of protection,
we do not make public what is included in schools’ safety plans. It is essential that the schools
re-evaluate their safety plans on a regular basis.”



Several schools said they are working to re-evaluate safety plans and protect students.

“Here at Subiaco, we take the safety of our students, faculty, monks and visitors very
seriously,” said Jason McDaniel, director of safety and security at Subiaco Abbey and Academy.
“We take a multi-level approach to safety and security that includes cameras, badge access to
doors and a Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) to respond to any and all emergencies
when they arise.”

McDaniel said emergency preparedness extends beyond crime and accounts for other
situations as well.

“We conduct regular emergency preparedness drills to ensure faculty and students know how
to respond to critical incidents, whether that be weather-related, fire, active threat, etc. We
have regular meetings with both academy and monastic leaders to ensure collaboration and
discuss ongoing improvements to our campus and grounds. CERT members also provide
coverage to after-hours events (athletic, church services, social, etc.), as needed.

“The event at Annunciation Catholic Church and School is an absolute tragedy. My hope is that
all schools will start, if they don’t already, to take a proactive approach to these terrible
incidents, and better prepare all persons, faculty and students, on how first to prevent, then to
respond, should a person threaten their community.”

At St. Theresa School in southwest Little Rock, principal Kristy Dunn said the “tragedy at
Annunciation prompted yet another review” of the school’s security plans.

“Our response has been with prayer and action,” she said. “We gathered for a rosary prayer
service the same day it happened to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ. It hit close to
home, recognizing that their situation is so similar to ours — attending Mass together like we
do here. Our action is to be consistently vigilant in the evaluation of and execution of our
emergency response plans...”

Father Juan Guido, pastor of Christ the King Church and School in Little Rock, has also
changed security plans during school Masses.

“The tragic situation in Minneapolis made me wonder if our school was fully prepared for such
a situation,” she said. “I pray it never happens to any school, but the principal (Jillian
Whisnant) and I reviewed our security procedures. They are solid, and we will continue to
evaluate them as new issues arise.

“The only visible change at CTK is that everyone who wants to attend school Masses must now
check in at the front desk in the school office. The church doors are locked during all school
Masses. People are still welcome to attend, but they must enter through a single entrance.”

St. Joseph School in Paris is also currently reassessing their crisis plan.

“Through in-service and collaboration amongst our staff and faculty, we are seeking to improve
our response to any intruder threat,” principal Shirley Kiefer said. “The safety of our students
is a priority, and an ongoing need. Some aspects of safety easily seen include entry door
security and keyless access badges. Other items in our safety protocol may not be as obvious,
and this is by design. It is often said that the goal should be to avoid, deny and defend against
an intruder — all this with our student safety as a priority.”



As people everywhere pray for continued healing in Minneapolis, the effects of such a tragedy
will hopefully prevent future tragedies.

“I am saddened that we must be prepared for these horrible incidents that might take place,”
Hall said. “I know that Annunciation Catholic School had its crisis plan in place and had
practiced for it. Had they not, the number of casualties could have been a lot larger. But
regardless, we are all affected by what happened in Minneapolis.”

Arkansas students explore faith and media
in Rome
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Caitlyn Shaw and Casey Mann, students from the University of Arkansas, completed a 10-week
internship in Rome, where they produced news segments for Eternal Word Television Network
(EWTN). During their time abroad, they gained practical experience in multimedia journalism
and expanded their understanding of Catholicism.

Family-centered Masses welcome all to
Holy Souls Church
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Father Daniel Velasco has introduced several initiatives at Our Lady of the Holy Souls Church
in Little Rock to foster a sense of community. Since 2022, the parish has hosted a children’s
liturgy during weekend Masses, recognizing birthdays and anniversaries with blessings, and
distributing small gifts to children. These efforts aim to strengthen the parish’s unity and faith.

Bishop Taylor announces new role for Fr.
Hartnedy
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Bishop Anthony B. Taylor announced that Fr. John Paul Hartnedy will serve as priest-in-
residence at St. Joseph Church in Conway starting Oct. 6. He was previously relieved of his
duties as associate pastor at St. Theresa Church in Little Rock on Sept. 18.
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Federal funding cuts impact services
offered by Helping Hand
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The Helping Hand of Greater Little Rock faces challenges in aiding those in need as federal
funding cuts reduce resources. The nonprofit, which serves over 2,700 Arkansans monthly,
now struggles with increased demand and fewer supplies.

Bishop Taylor urges unity following
activist’s death

written by Arkansas Catholic Staff |
En espanol

Bishop Anthony B. Taylor issued this statement, titled ‘On Human Dignity, Political Violence
and Rediscovering Our Common Human Bonds,” Sept. 16.

“Given the events of the last several days in our country, it would be difficult for those
following the news not to know of the recent horrific assassination and murder of Charlie Kirk


https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/09/22/helping-hand-food-aid-shortage/
https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/09/22/helping-hand-food-aid-shortage/
https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/09/16/bishop-anthony-taylor-human-dignity/
https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/09/16/bishop-anthony-taylor-human-dignity/
https://arkansas-catholic.org/2025/09/16/asesinato-charlie-kirk-reaccion/

— a Christian, a conservative political activist and a young husband and father to two young
children. Even if, like me, you weren’t familiar with him before the events of this past week,
most have witnessed the resultant anguish and division caused by his killing.

“This devastation is not limited just to his wife and children, family and friends, political
supporters and proponents of free speech. Perhaps the most troubling devastation has been
those elements of our society that would rejoice in another man’s public and gruesome
execution. An execution that occurred for all to see, and whose underlying motive appears to
have been having a difference in ideas. The enjoyment that some seem to derive from the
suffering, downfall, or even death of an opponent is not limited to one side or the other of the
ideological spectrum, even if it’s been brought into particular focus here of late.

“Some have demanded some kind of immediate response from me. But, as with most issues, it’s
important first to listen, to reflect and to understand. To be sure, some of Mr. Kirk’s beliefs
were perfectly consistent with Catholic Christian teaching, whereas others would not be
consistent with our Catholic worldview. Part of the beauty of our Catholic faith is that ours is a
universal, worldwide Church — uniting us well beyond the borders of any given country or
nationality. Hence, a worldview that sometimes differs fundamentally.

“You, the members of my flock in this diocese, know that I speak out often on issues like
immigration, race, poverty and peace. But you also know that I have preached boldly on issues
like abortion, same-sex unions or the deceptions of gender ideology. At their core, none of
these are conservative issues or liberal issues. They are Catholic Christian issues. And they are
human dignity issues.

“I worry that we have gone down paths, on the extremes of both sides, where we no longer
make an effort to see our common human dignity — even if we might disagree. This isn’t just
about the latest act of political violence. It's a culmination of acts of violence against members
of both parties; against churches and schools; against groups of students on campuses based
on their religion and ethnicity; against groups in neighborhoods based on their foreign
ancestry.

“It may be that much of this violence is simply part of our fallen human condition — as old as
Cain and Abel. But it cannot be that we, as fellow humans, grow weary of feeling empathy for
one another in each other’s daily plights. When we only see our opponent as an opponent — or
the other as the other — we lose sight of those common human bonds that connect us more
integrally than might be readily apparent. It's our common human bonds that should give us
empathy for the unborn child at risk of abortion; for the homeless and mentally unwell; for the
immigrant fleeing oppression and hardship; for the victims of war, no matter which side.

“My brothers and sisters in Christ, no matter which side of the political aisle or theological
spectrum you might be on, I beg you to find ways to recognize, honor and cherish the common
humanity amongst those around you. Including in — especially in — those who don’t think just
like you, act just like you, look just like you or live just where you live.

“Genesis tells us that God created all human beings in his image and likeness. Each of us bears
the imprint of God. That imprint grants us a fundamental dignity that can never be taken away.
But if we ignore it, we do so at the risk of our country, our society, our humanity, and
ultimately our own souls. In such times of distress, division, and discord, I exhort each of us to
redouble our efforts to look for the imprint of God in each and every one. To give the benefit of
the doubt to others, rather than suspicion. To presume charity from others, rather than malice.
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And to see others through the eyes of God, who looked upon his creation and called it ‘very
good.””



